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You know this "al amr bi al-ma'ruf wa al-nahy 'an al-munkar". That is of course
something all of us know. It is not being said, "al-amr bi al-hasanat" for example, or
"al-nahy 'an al-sayyiat" You are not talking about things which are, from the point
of view of Islam, good things or bad things which means "al-amr bi al ma'ruf"
things which people usually consider as good or things which people. al-ma'ruf
means according to the urf, according to the people, according to the norms of the
society. So "al-amr bi al-ma'ruf"' means something which is considered good among
the people. "wa al nahy 'an al-munkar" , munkar means something which is

considered to be bad according to the people.

>
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Ma'ruf is the product of collective reason of the people. The reason which we assign
the ability and capability of discovering the good and bad of the actions. That is the
real meaning of al-Ma’ruf wa al-Munkar and I think there is no other way to

discover good and bad.
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So ma’ruf and munkar they are not religious, they are not revelatory. Of course for
some people it can be the source of learning, but rationally it is not dependent on
revelation. Now, when it is not the source and aql is the source, now the public
reason is the urf, so when the urf, I mean, the collective reason of the people reject
something, so that is rejectable, and when the public, the collective reason of people
during the history in a particular society accept something that is acceptable.
Nevertheless you have got the right to criticize even the public reason, but you are
still using your reason. Be ware, you are still using reason in order to criticize a
particular norm, dominating a particular society in a period of history. That is the

meaning of ma’ruf.
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Let me say that ma'ruf and munkar are rational ... actually covers all cases to the
minutest points. It does not include only the first principle of the ethics. No, it

include all cases down to the minutest points
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Of course reason is fallible. I mean when you rely on reason you have to know that
it is fallible. It makes mistakes. But because of the mistakes we cannot rule it out.
We cannot be inconfident with it. It is reliable nevertheless, especially when it is
public reason, when it is social, it is a collective one. I mean, of course the

reliability of a personal reason, is not as much.
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